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Russia
February 20, 2012

Notice: Processing Time for Adoptions
Increased

On January 1, 2012, the Russian Family Code was amended so that
presiding judges will announce decisions in cases, including intercountry
adoption cases, at the end of in-person court hearings. Courts will issue
written rulings five days later. In cases where the ruling leads to an
adoption decree, that decree goes into effect thirty days after issuance, at
which point adopting parents can apply in person for the child's Russian
passport. These changes will increase the amount of time and, possibly,
travel required to complete an adoption.
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